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Documents and photographs from the Braun Archive relating  
to the fifth BraunPrize competition in 1977: 
 
Original press releases 
 
Record international participation in 1977 Braun Prize                                          August 4, 1977 
 
The competition to select the winner of this year's Braun AG design prize attracted a very high level of 
interest all over the world. With 286 entries received from 26 countries, this year's competition was the
most successful in the history of the Braun Prize (by comparison, the 1974 competition attracted 188 
entries from 15 countries) and included 25 female participants. 
Organized by Braun and supported by the Design Group of the Federation of German Industries, the 
competition seeks to promote the work of young designers and engineers by recognizing outstanding 
solutions to design problems with a technical dimension. The winners of this year's competition, who 
will be announced in late autumn 1977, will share the total amount of DM 35,000.   
 
5th Braun Prize 1977                              August 17, 1977
 
Forty projects short listed - record number of 
international entries 
 
Kronberg im Taunus - The jury judging this year's Braun 
Prize for Technical Design has short listed a total of forty 
entries. Thirteen of the projects are concepts for tools and 
technical devices, a further nine relate to the sphere of 
healthcare and care of the disabled while the reminder 
concern optics (7), vehicles and accessories (8) as well 
as communication, construction and musical instruments.
 
Endowed by Braun AG to the tune of DM 35,000, this 
year's edition of the Braun Prize competition to promote 
the work of young designers and engineers has attracted 
a record number of participants with no less than 286 
entries from 26 countries. The jury - Rodolfo Bonetto 
(Milan), Dr. Fritz Eichler (Neuenhain im Taunus), Prof. 
Odo Klose (Wuppertal) and Dieter Rams (Kronberg im 
Taunus) - will select this year's Braun Prize winners from 
a shortlist of forty projects submitted by participants in 
Germany (24), the UK (6), the US (3), Italy and Japan (2 
each) as well as entrants in Hungary, Spain and Mexico.  
 
The 1977 Braun Prize will be awarded in the autumn in 
cooperation with the Design Group of the Federation of 
German Industries. The competition is open to young 
designers and engineers who are students or who have 
been exercising their profession for no longer than two 
years and are not older than 35. 
 
In contrast to previous editions of the competition, almost 
half the total number of entries came from abroad this 
year. The best projects will be presented to the public in a 
touring exhibition which will start this winter. 
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November 1, 1977 
 
Braun Prize for Technical Design, 1977 
 
This year's Braun Prize for Technical Design which is given by Braun AG , an amount of DM 35,000; 
has concluded with the award ceremony at the Institut für Neue Technische Form in Darmstadt. This 
year witnessed the fifth edition of the competition, which was organized by Braun in cooperation with 
the Design Group of the Federation of German Industries. 
 
The Braun Prize is an international competition which seeks to promote and encourage young 
industrial designers and engineers. The prize is endowed by Kronberg-based Braun AG, a company 
which regularly receives awards for the technical and design quality of its products. The prize, which 
is not linked to the company's product range or any particular subject area, is awarded in recognition 
of outstanding solutions to design problems with a technical dimension. 
 
The 286 entries from 26 countries which were submitted for this year's Braun Prize were assessed by 
the competition jury under the chairmanship of Dr. Fritz Eichler, Neuenhain.  
 
The other jury members were: Rodolfo Bonetto, Milan; Prof. Odo Klose, Wuppertal, and 
Dieter Rams, Kronberg. 
 
The jury awarded Braun Prizes to four projects: 
 
Project                        Winner  
 
Suction Sweeper        Christoph Hoesch, Essen 
              DM 6300 
 
Transit System and  
Shelter Units  
                                   Ralf Jentsch, Kassel 
                                   Alfred Möller, Kassel 
                                   Bernd Rußmann, Kassel 
                                   Sieglinde Spanihel, Kassel 
                                   Erich Ziegler, Kassel 
                                   DM 6300 
 
Ironing System           David Lionel Morgan, London 
                                  DM 6300 
  
Metal Spinning  
Lathe                Andreas Preussner, New York-/Krefeld 
                                  DM 6300 
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Prizewinners 1977 
 
Braun Prize 1977 - 1st Prize 
 
Suction Sweeper  
 
 
Jury's analysis 
 
Cleaning work is generally regarded as an activity with 
very low social status. 
 
A device which takes this work seriously and which 
conveys this to the user can therefore also be regarded 
as serving a useful social purpose. The perception of the 
status of an essential task is enhanced psychologically by 
means of the design treatment. 
 
The suction sweeper is well thought out in terms of 
ergonomics and is easy to operate. Manual work is kept 
to a minimum. All the functional elements, such as the 
motor and brushes are well integrated. The unit is 
extremely maneuverable. Great attention has been paid 
to safety features. 
 
It might be useful for the sides of the unit to be equipped 
with bumpers/rub strips for indoor use. 
 
 

 
 

Designer 
Christoph Hoesch, Essen  
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Braun Prize 1977 - 2nd Prize 
 
Transit system and Shelter units 
 
 
Jury's analysis 
 
This project demonstrates not only that complex tasks, 
such as designing a public transport system, can only be 
solved by taking a team-based approach, but also that 
design schools can use interdisciplinary cooperation to 
produce some very impressive results: in this case, a new 
and highly distinctive approach to a topic which has been 
the subject of a great deal of discussion. 
 
The central idea is to bring the cabins right up to the users 
without obliging them to climb up or down stairs to 
elevated or underground stations. This solution permits a 
great deal of flexibility in the design of the stations. 
Disabled persons can use the system without any 
difficulty. 
 
As far as the proposals for accommodating the tracks are 
concerned, the jury regards the underground track system 
as a particularly interesting solution. It requires only low 
investment, causes no noise pollution and has no visual 
impact on the environment. By contrast, it is inevitable 
that the support structure for a surface-based system 
would require much more maintenance and be much 
more obtrusive. 

 

Designers 
Ralf Jentsch 
Alfred Möller 
Bernd Russmann 
Sieglinde Spanihel and 
Erich Ziegler, Kassel 
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Braun Prize 1977 - 3rd Prize 
 
Ironing system  
 
 
Jury's analysis 
 
This design for an industrial workspace is a convincing 
solution which addresses both human needs and the 
requirements of the work process. It is equipped with a 
height-adjustable work surface and stands out with its well 
though-out approach to features such as the feed lines, 
steam reservoir and the handy shelf area. 
 
The most striking thing about this project is that these 
enhancements are achieved with relatively little expense 
or effort. This is demonstrated particularly clearly by the 
way the metal components of the ironing board have been 
formed. Although the design makes use of standard parts 
wherever possible, it has still been possible to create a 
convincing, integrated design. 
 
It might be possible to make further enhancements to the 
ergonomics of the actual ironing appliances themselves. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Designer 
David Lionel Morgan, London  
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Braun Prize 1977 - 4th Prize 
 
Metal-spinning lathe 
 
 
Jury's analysis 
 
Metal spinning is a task which requires considerable effort 
and a great deal of skill. The ergonomic quality of the 
lathe therefore plays a decisive role.   
 
This was the consideration which informed this design 
which represents a significant improvement on the lathes 
typically in use today. Particular noteworthy features 
include the operator's platform which is adjustable for 
height and inclination, the base and support of the tool 
rest and the simple maintenance procedures.  
 
The whole structure of the machine corresponds to the 
character of the work. Indeed, it is almost as if it gives 
visual expression to the forces at work between the 
operator and the lathe. 
 
The design submitted has been thought through in great 
detail and is feasible. As there is a limit to the center 
height of the workpiece, this would restrict the usability of 
the lathe. But no doubt it would be possible to find a 
solution. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Designer  
 
Andreas Preussner, Krefeld/New York 
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Braun Prize 1977 - 
1st Special Recognition Award 
 
Multimeter 
 
 

Designer 
Alois Dworschack, Wuppertal 

 
 

 
Braun Prize 1977 - 
2nd Special Recognition Award  
 
Surface grinder 
 
 

 
Designer 
Horst Kehlbeck, Wuppertal/Berlin 
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Braun Prize 1977 - 
3rd Special Recognition Award 
 
Darkroom timer 
 

 
 
 
 

Designer  
Charles Rozier,  Bloomfield Hills/ USA 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Braun Prize 1977 - 
4th Special Recognition Award 
 
Reflex camera 

 
 
 
 
 

Designer  
Karl-Heinz Rubner, Schwäb. Gmünd/ Göppingen 
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Braun Prize 1977 - 
5th Special Recognition Award 
 
Woodworking center 

 
 

Designer  
Rolf Strohmeyer, Wuppertal  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Braun Prize 1977 - 
7th Special Recognition Award 
 
Play wheels for cartons 

 
 
 

Designer  
Tony Rowem, London  
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Braun Prize 1977 - 
6th Special Recognition Award 
 
School microscope 

 
 
 
 

Designer  
Inse Weinhold, Munich 
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Braun Prize 1977 – Jury members 
 

 

Dr. Fritz Eichler (Chairman of the Jury), Neuenhain 
 

 
 

Rodolfo Bonetto, Milan 

 
 

Prof. Odo Klose, Wuppertal 

 
 

Prof. Dieter Rams, Braun Kronberg 
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Braun Preis 1977 - Betriebsspiegel 1977 
 
Ausgabe 3/77  
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Ausgabe 4/77 
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Ausgabe 4/77  

 
 
 
 


